23O     BETWEEN     TEARS     AND     LAUGHTER u
see Radio City? Did Elinor Wylie see a television broadcast or Will Rogers see a Flying Fortress? Has Albert Einstein ever really spoken on a transatlantic wireless telephone? As we laugh at the costumes and manners of the eighteen-nineties, so posterity will laugh at us only twenty or thirty years from now. Why must we be the mirror to the, universe? Where are the standards?
The invalid assumptions must fall away, and some common standard for all humanity must be rediscovered. Mencius repudiated the biped theory and re-established the common standard of man by the identity of spiritual values. This stands as a challenge to this mechanical age.
We have covered some important ground, ignoring the swine-and-slop economic statistics of a thousand post-war plans, revealing their utter futility in preventing World War III, and relating the present world chaos to the disintegration of moral values and ideas in the modern world. I have tried to show that this world chaos and inevitable wars and conflicts are related to our changing ideas of the nature of the universe and the nature of man. I have tried to show that war is inseparably related to power politics, power politics to the naturalistic view of human society, and the naturalistic view of human society to the influence of scientific materialism and determinism upon the human studies and modern thought. The deeper question of war and peace hinges upon what we think of man, whether he is a chemical compound and therefore a slave of mechanical laws of struggle, or whether he has the freedom of the will of which Buddha and all teachers of the past spoke. But the chains of materialism, naturalism, power politics and war are forged so fast that from them the modern man finds no escape. The only knowledge available to us in swine-and-slop economic post-war planning is